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Regional Highlights: Fourth Quarter 1999 


ing, | ee by. a eiaculing 
: eancutorl secon ‘After Week provith in ‘the fi rst half of. 1999, industrial activity and — 
consumer spending recorded dei gains in the t ‘hed quae er, eos in Manitoba 


| force n more than offset 


reased activity in 


tlantic. eared was s fuelled: aby 

Nova, Sable Island, and highway 

tefinery in Saint John. The economy also 

benef tted fom: a surge in industrial activity, fuelled by higher exports of wood and 
food pos However, the Soy slowed down. in we third quarter as industrial 


. Eco Erlcacirty eoamed| in She four eater ippores a rising employments in 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward jeleng ane Newloundiand as well as stronger 
con umer oul dence. 
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British Columbia 


Labour Markets 
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British Columbia 


Economic Activity and Prices 


since the end of 1984. Home resales fell slightly in the third querer Tollowing & solid advance i in the 
Pievicus eee _ 


€ ind ee re services eee fo 
a 1. 1%, s Il below the national average. 
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Alberta 


Labour Markets 


Employment ¢ rowth remains. Tae in the fourth quarter... 


jol 
percentage polite in the fourth quarter to 5. 3%, the lowest rate since early 1982. 


The provincial Uneinploymént. rate remained 1.7. por enteee points: Below the national rate. in the 
fourth quarter. However, the gap with respect to the national Mt has closed considerably 
since the beginning of 1997. 


However, earnings record the fastest growth of Western Canada. 


* For a second consecutive quarter, growth of wages and salaries exceeded the 5% (SAAR) mark 
in the third quarter, outpacing the national rate by almost a full percentage point. Although wage 
growth has remained above the national average in 1999, the gap has narrowed onside u in. 
comparison with previous years. 


Employment Growth a. | _ Employment Growth by Industry: 199904 | 
% Change . ClAlta mCanada- GOODS . 
. Primary 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
SERVICES 
‘Trade 
Transport 
FIRE* 


8 Other Services” 
1998 1999 Public Admin 


Wages and Salaries 
S -% Change, SAAR 

. Percentage points. : 
demployment =D n from the: 
Rate (L) national average (R) 
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Alberta 


Economic Activity and Prices 


"Housing cons ‘ : 
previous quarter: However, sales of existing homes declined slighty, folowing a solid advance 


in the eve ene 


Manufacturing Shipments 
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Saskatchewan 


Economic Activity and Prices 


Ss below the national over 
New housing cot truction rose sharply over the q / ope its Highest level in more than 


a decade, while sales of exeunG homes departed rom tl eir upward trend of recent quarters, 
and fell 9. 0%. 


Prices rise at a slower pace an tt the national average | in the fourth quarter. 


he consumer price index se 4 8% i in ‘the fourth quarter ow the national 
average of 2. 4%. Energy price creased ata slower pace in the. pro than in the rest of 
the country. Overall, the CPI was SU 1.7% in 1999, sony below the national EVE(agE: 


Manufacturing Shipment _ es : Retail Trade 
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Housing S _ Inflation Rate 
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Ontario 


Economic Activity and Prices 


| hird quarter 900 the  stronges cnet cain in 1 almost : 
; store a i 


“The Rousing nee remained healthy. in th d quarter ‘Housing starts went back 6 their _ 

level recorded i in the first quarter and home resales edged down after a solid increase (17.5%) i in 
the second quarter. Ona yearly basis, housing starts were up 23. 2% over ‘the fi rst nine months | . 
of 1999 compare with tl the same pee of the previous veal | 


Ontario's CPI inflation rate incr ( Headly o over the course of 1999, rising from 0. 9% i inthe 
_ first quarter to 2.5% in the last q arter when inflationary pressures came mainly from higher © 
_ costs for transportation, recreation, education and reading material. On an annual basis, 
consumer rices rose 1.9% in 1999, outpacing t ne eiatonla pyele0e 
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Québec 


Marché du travail 


de feseosa atténué.. ‘Au denier trimestre, ils ‘est fi xe ason sane: Fives tent 
ans, soit a 1,5 point de pourcentage au-dessus de la moyenne nationale. 


La croissance des salaires et Ko Ss ‘accéleére. | 


croissance des salaires et a raiterne 
trimestre de 1998. _ 
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Activité économique et prix 


Le regain de I'activité économique prend source dans le sectet 


entes au détai nt augmenté d | 
precedent. - la hai sse des ventes des ‘concessionnaires de véhicules autom 
. service 2 des DESI a Tay ols emia en grande pattie cette croissance. 


lesm mises en ‘chantier ont repris leur croissance initiée au troisieme siimestie de 1998. Quant: aux : 
- _reventes de maisons, elles suivent aussi un mouvement ascendant depuis la fin te lannée 1998. 


orix ‘poursuivent leur progression. 


ions a la hausse sur HIPC au quatrigéme trimestre ont été s oxercees a Gende partie par 
ion d es transports, des boissons alcoolisées et des produits du tabac ainsi que 
des loi: irs. Lindi 2s prix ala consommation au Québec, qui s'est. accru 
_ Plogiesss moins rapidement que indice canadien, contrairement : a la situation 


Livraisons desfabricants = —t™S Ventes au détail 
cdonene Fiaue wiCanada _ 
; Variation en % 


aux d'inflation selon 'lPC 
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New Brunswick 


Labour Markets 


Wi ongoing activity i in highway onstru ctiol 
expansion in Saint John, employment gains were particularly im é 
— the fourth quarter. The finance, insurance and Teal estate sector registered the lare 


wl 12. a 


After d ipping | | below : 10% in the second uarter — fo ing | 
further in the following quarter, the unemployment rate Was Up in the fourth quarter closing i in on the 


10% mark. 


2 “Recent decince in the unemployment. tate have reduced the gap swith the national. average to its ; 
lowest level since 4996 in the second quarter. -Howeve } gee widened to 3 Q centage points . 
the last quarter, but remained below the 1998 level. _ 


Growth in wages and salaries slows down in the third quarter. 
. _ Following an impressive performance in early 1999, gains in earnings edged down to | an annual rate 
‘of 2 1% | in the third quater, a rate similar to that of previous yeas, . 


Employment Growth — 
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New Brunswick 


Economic Activity and Prices 
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Nova Scotia 


Labour Markets 


_ Despite strong gain particulari 
eee business services and public administratic 


_ | unem ployme trate t to 9. 9.8% in Me fourth quarter. 


“This, coupled \ with improving | tabor market conditions at the national eve, resulte in a substantial 
: mien of the enemy rate gap, reaching 3 percentage points above th : : 


ae . while wages Sand Salaries Slow own 


¢ __ Growth in earnings slowed following large gains i in the first nal ‘ihe y year 
flopped below tl the national evel ade as empleymen growth tumb ver the same period. - 
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Economic Activity and Prices 


ome m in the 


_ dropped significantly @ after three straight increases, and essentially no change was srepored i in. 


os home sales. 


year. 


. p atio a oning lifted the overall price index to 3. 
ja pilation rate otew 3.3% | in December, t the second highest ir in 1 Canada. 
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Prince Edward Island 


Labour Markets 


The fall in the creneloymert ie helped reduce the gap auth th petionall averag >. However, 
Island's unemployme) rate sti Wr remains 6 perc ace points above tl e national 


_ national average (R) 
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Prince Edward Island 


Economic Activity and Prices 
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. but onsumer spending continues to advance... 
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Newfoundland 


Labour Markets 


nt | . the positive i mpac of energy- ! NON 
ous a recovery i in the fi sncnes have led to a steady improvement | in labour market conditions. 


~ although the gap with the national average narrowed | in the fourth oun the Creapoynen! rate 
ee in Newfoundland. The prec unemployment rate is still foughly * a 


est decline in two years. 
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Economic Activity and Prices 


_ Marmiaesuung. Shipments, 


-% Chang 


“ 


i Ty Ae en. Nara =p” ih 
¢ i al : % a | ar vas ‘ fe » my ; q / wh. 
+ 4G ieee SD sae id ant dl senaiage Sige : epsdle 


OK. Rea ere ee ey atl eh Pt ree 

ioe ¢ hi at ce vae 4 ns ey, Sete: teil | ee - 
3 wis rt aan nian fi 7 br fT ie. ae 
“i ) ‘ awe, i bas i ; ; a 7. a art p < - a int Fr ; ol 


“gs eee 7 oe th © 7 
iT oe Me ae ie ea be : 
“pn i > ale : 


OC 


SRE 
ee 


1 o & } 


raids ee . 


a” 7 
Mane | ea ey } i a 


ol ee ad Se 


Territories 


LS 


Economic Activity and Prices 
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Provincial Real Gross Domestic Output, 1 998 
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Provincial Real Gross Domestic Output, 1998 
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Key Provincial Data 
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Retail Trade ($M) 
bet nge 


SASKATCHEWAN _ 
e Mfg Shipments ($M) a 
_ %change (1) 


(1) % change refers to period-to-period except for CPI inflation which is year-over-year. 
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Key Provincial Data 


(1) % change refers to period-to-period except for CPI inflatio is year-over-year. ED 
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Key Provincial Data 


NEWEOUT 


__ Mfg Shipments 


(1) % change refers to period-to-period except for CPI inflation which is year-over-year. 


Provincial Economic Accounts 
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